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“After 100-plus trips in the polar regions, I’m still very motivated 
about visualizing and capturing images at each end of the planet,” 
Ben Jackson says; “challenges are plenty, but it’s always worth it”

BEN JACKSON, LEMAIRE, CANON 5D MARK III, CANON EF 70–200MM F/2.8L IS II USM LENS,70MM, 1/8000S, F2.8, ISO 400
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BEN JACKSON, CANON EOS 5D MARK III, CANON EF 16–35MM F/4L IS USM LENS, 18MM, 1/160S, F/8, ISO 800

kayak instructor, heli-kayaking enthusiast, and polar-
expedition leader, who, for more than 20 years, has 
been travelling the globe experiencing water in all its 
most extreme forms, camera in hand.

“After 100-plus trips in the polar regions, I’m still very 
motivated about visualizing and capturing images 
at each end of the planet,” he says. “Challenges are 
plenty, but it’s always worth it.”

The outdoors has always been a part of the 
photographer’s life, but it’s not just extreme 
adventuring that attracts him. Some of his 
wildest experiences have been a combination of 
travel, culture, and action. He cites a month-long 
exploratory white-water kayaking trip in the Indian 
Himalayas — time spent sleeping rough and exploring 
areas never seen by kayak — as his wildest trip to date. 

“The language, culture, landscape, and white water 
were a step above anything else I’d ever experienced; 
it was the most intense month of my life, and we had 
plenty of adventure along the way,” Ben recalls. “From 
watching one of our team almost drown, to bribing 
our way out of a false arrest, to recovering the body 
of a deceased local, it was a powerful experience 
through and through.”

The difference between a travel photographer 
and an adventure photographer can sometimes 
come down to impulsiveness. On a kayaking trip to 
D’Urville Island in the Marlborough Sounds, the 
photographer climbed a huge rock outcrop to get a 

wide shot of his party. In his enthusiasm, however, 
he had neglected to plan a way back down the 
loose terrain. 

“I’d generally back myself in any situation, but here I 
was definitely treading a very fine line in getting back 
down without slipping or falling. By the time I had 
made it back to my kayak, I’d managed to destroy the 
only dry bag that would fit my camera — less than 
ideal for a five-day sea-kayaking trip.”

Ben’s many travels out to the frigid zones have led 
to their own share of perilous situations as well, 
usually by way of being pushed around and trapped 
by the forbidding ice environment. The diversity 
of landscapes Ben has experienced has served 
to highlight a key characteristic of a successful 
adventure photographer: willingness to make the 
most of any moment.

“Living and working in such dynamic environments 
mean you have to be opportunistic in many 
regards. If I see a good wildlife shot while I’m 
shooting landscape, I’ll take it, and vice versa,” he 
explains. “[With] some of my favourite shots, all the 
rules are broken.”

 Follow the featured photographers’ adventures 
throughout New Zealand and abroad:
 /bensanfordmedia
 neilsilverwood.co.nz
 /benjacksonnz
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